
Sex Offender Registry Information 
 
Congregations need information about how to access information about registered sex 
offenders who are in their area.  This information is now much easier to access, thanks to the 
Sex Offenders Registration & Notification Act. There is a National Sex Offender Registry that 
links to the registries in each state, US territories, as well as Native/Tribal countries. 

1. Go to the following web address for the National Sex Offender Database: 
http://www.nsopw.gov/ 
From this homepage, you can search by name or click on the link to Search by Location. 

2. Once on the page, you can essentially search by any piece of information including 
name and address, or you can browse by city.  

3. Keep in mind a couple of terms.  
o Habitual: These offenders have been convicted of 2 or more offenses.  
o Aggravated: These offenders were convicted of the most serious sex offenses.  

Habitual and aggravated offenders must register for this database for life. Other sex 
offenders are in the database for a period of 15 years following the end of their 
sentence. 

The Act describes Level 1 offenders as those who pose a low danger to the community 
and not likely to engage in criminal sexual conduct; Level 2 offenders pose a moderate 
danger to the community and may continue to engage in criminal sexual conduct; and 
Level 3 offenders pose a serious danger to the community and will continue to engage 
in criminal sexual conduct. All offenders are flagged according to these designations on 
this site. Habitual, aggravated and Level 3 offenders are required to register for their 
lifetime. Level 2 offenders are required to register for twenty-five years following 
expiration of their sentence. Level 1 offenders are required to register for fifteen years 
following expiration of their sentence. 

4. Once you have received a list of offenders matching your search, you have the option of 
clicking on a particular offender's name. This will bring up a screen with detailed 
information on that individual that includes address, physical description, conviction 
offense, any known aliases and date of registry. 

5. From there, you can even click on the conviction offense to go to a screen giving the full 
details of that offense. You are also given the option of viewing the offender's entire rap 
sheet or posting a note about that individual. 


